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San Diego to the Salton Sea, north through the San 
Jacintos to the Kern River Valley, and then west across 
the Central Valley to the golden hills north of San 
Francisco. Point Reyes, south to Monterey, inland to 
the Pinnacles and their condors and ýnally to the oil 
ýelds north of L.A.

California is enormous. No wonder more threatened 
and endangered species are found here than in any other 
state. San Diego County has more bird species than any 
other county in the nation. If youôve ever bad-mouthed 
Southern California for its urban sprawl, head east from 
Orange County or San Diego and it wonôt take long, 
trafýc permitting of course, before only you are eating 
your own dust.

I spent 10 days traveling, birding, and camping across 
the southern 2/3 of California this past October with 
several good friends. We converged in San Diego and 
birded some hot spots there before heading due east to 
the Salton Sea. The legendary Point Loma passerine 
migration proved to be quite exciting. My good friend, 
Aaron, spent the previous day on Santa Cruz Island 
and saw several off course songbirds including a bay-
breasted warbler. Before heading east we were blessed 
with a Graceôs warbler skulking in the thick bows of the 
pines at Rosecrans National Cemetery.

Salton Sea

The Salton Sea was every bit as bizarre and nonsensical 
as I had heard. A landscape of cracked mud, quicksand, 
water radiating the unabated desert sun. Flocks of gulls 
and terns þanked by industry gone awry. It is Californiaôs 
largest inland lake, at 360 square miles.

We sought waterbirds drawn from their ñnormalò 
migration route by this large accidental inland sea.  One 
of these, the yellow-footed gull, occurs quite regularly. 
A large four year Larid, much larger than westerns 
and ringed-bills it is often associated with, the yellow 
footed typically resides around the Sea of Cortez as 
a permanent resident. Flocks of skimmers, Caspian, 
Forsterôs, and black terns patrolled the waterôs edge.

If you take a birds-eye view of southeastern California 
from the Salton Sea several hundred miles north to 
Death Valley National Park, southeastern California is 
an impressive complex of public lands.  

Piney Mountains

From the handful of National Forests we had to choose 
from when heading north we chose to spend time in 
the San Jacintos. Situated south and east of the San 
Bernadinos and up the hill from the resort town of Palm 
Desert, the San Jacintos are one of the many smaller 
ranges that converge in southern California.

Unlike the San Gabriels, 
San Antonios, and San 
Bernadinos, which are 
transverse mountain 
ranges (running mostly 
east-west), the San 
Jacintos and Santa Anas 
are part of the peninsular 
range which runs south 
from southern California 
to the southern tip of the 



It was here that I hoped to ýnd the enigmatic Lawrenceôs 
goldýnch. A land of pines, smaller wilderness areas, 
and those þitting fall migrants we hoped to capture in 
our lenses. The hotspot for us on this leg of the journey 
turned out to be a stock watering hole adjacent to a 
roadside trailhead in the national forest.  We had studied 
looks at all three species of North American goldýnches, 
most notably Lawrenceôs. Several of the erratic þocking 
songsters graced the murky watering hole along with 
American and lesser goldýnches, pygmy and red-
breasted nuthatches, acorn woodpeckers, western scrub 
jays and my lifer pinon jay, the only one we saw on the 
entire trip.

After spending the night in a national forest campground 
we hiked up Black Mountain and took a look at the 
surrounding forest lands from the ýre tower situated on 
top. We would be traveling north and east from here, 
bypassing many fabulous places including the great 
San Gorgonio Wilderness. From Black Mountain we 
could see Mt. San Gorgonio, at 11,499 feet the highest 
in the state of southern California.

Fire season was in full swing. Santa Ana winds pushed 
us onward toward the expanses of the mysterious 
Mojave.

Mojave Desert land

The songs of wind weary sage sparrows. Black-tipped 
ears of jackrabbits poking up through the sagebrush.

The Mojave transitions the Sonoran desert into the Great 
Basin, covering over 20,000 square miles including 
Joshua Tree National Park and Death Valley.

We sidled up Jawbone Canyon, eyes peeled for those 
sagebrush country birds. The canyon welcomed us, a 
reprieve from the wide open horizon. It squeezed us 
just enough to feel cozy. Santa Ana winds picked up 
around sunset and reached 25-30 mph after dinner. A 
good night to slip into the tent.  

Raymond Chandler described the Santa Anas colorfully 
in his tale, Red Wind (1938). ñThere was a desert wind 
blowing that night. It was one of those hot dry Santa 
Anas that come down through the mountain passes and 
curl your hair and make your nerves jump and your skin 
itch. On nights like that every booze party ends in a ýght. 
Meek little wives feel the edge of the carving knife and 
study their husbandsô necks. Anything can happen. You 
can even get a full glass of beer at a cocktail lounge.ò

Well, we were out of beer and our necks were well 
covered. The coyotes did come in close, though and the 
chuckars clucked until just after last light. And apparently 
I had left our utensils wherever the gas canister for my 
stove ended up. Fortunately Aaron spent the past two 
winters in Tibet and he graciously found appropriately 
shaped desert chopsticks for our dinners.

 Will Boyd
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Co-Presidentôs Letter:
Looking Backyard and Looking Forward

Happy New Year from the board of Palouse Audubon! 
The new year has already brought considerable 
excitement to local birders. The well reported northwest 
invasion of Snowy Owls has ýnally made it here with 
2 Snowies currently frequenting ýelds southeast of 
Moscow and a number of other reports in the region. 
Large þocks of waxwings and robins have been widely 
reported and featured in the local papers. Even as we 
enjoy these winter sightings, signs of spring are in the 
air. Red-tailed Hawks and Canada Geese are courting, 
þickers are calling out their territories, and Song 
Sparrows, juncos, and others can be heard singing on 
sunny days.

The New Year and winter lull is a good time to reþect and 
look forward to the spring. We ýnished 2005 with our 2 
local Christmas Bird Counts. Both were successful and 
results can be found below or on our web site (www.
palouseaudubon.org). We had an excellent and diverse 
series of programs in the fall. We started out 2006 with a 
well attended and fascinating program on the Zumwalt 
Prairie ï a nearby but not well known grassland jewel. 
We can look forward to more excellent programs in the 
spring (starting what is sure to be an interesting talk on 
Bird Evolution this month). We are planning our spring 
ýeld trips which will get going in earnest in April. All 
in all, 2005 was a good year for Palouse Audubon and 
much is in store for 2006.
 
The club could not exist without the support of its 
members and the hard work of its all-volunteer board. 
We endeavor to bring you monthly programs and ýeld 
trips, keep you informed through the newsletter and 
web site, and take care of day to day club business (e.g. 
membership, publicity, and ýnancial management). 
Members have been very supportive ýnancially since 
we have switched to local dues and we greatly appreciate 
this! 

Even with this support, we ýnd ourselves in the 
strange position of having full coffers but being short 
on volunteer support. A number of long-term board 
members would like relief to support the club in other 
ways, or due to life circumstances will be reducing 
their involvement in the near future. Help with even 
small projects spreads the work load and allows us 
to accomplish more. We appeal to you, the members 

and supporters, to consider volunteering in whatever 
way you can ï whether taking on a single project or 
taking an active role in club leadership. We have listed 
a number of possible projects that need support and we 
are always open to new ideas. Contact any one of the 
board listed on the preceding page by phone or email if 
you are interested or would like more information.

Thanks and Good Birding!!
 Charles E. Swift

Get Ready for the 
Great Backyard Bird Count!

The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) returns for 
its ninth season February 17-20, 2006. The National 
Audubon Society and the Cornell Laboratory of Orni-
thology encourage everyone to COUNT BIRDS WITH 
A BUDDY! Bird enthusiasts of all ages can share their 
love of birds with a friend, a child, a scout troop, a class, 
or a co-worker-opening new eyes to the joy of birding 
and the fun of creating a unique snapshot of winter bird 
abundance and distribution across the continent. Ev-
eryone can participate, from beginning bird watchers 
to seasoned experts. Every pair of eyes is needed and 
every bird counts, whether in a backyard, on a high-rise 
balcony, in a park, or on any of the 730 million acres of 
public lands.

In 2005, participants sent in more than 52,000 check-
lists, with a record-breaking 613 species and more than 
6 million birds counted. These millions of sightings 
generate what would be impossible otherwise ï con-
tinent-wide information about where the birds are and 
how their numbers compare with those of previous 
years. Anyone with Internet access can see the results 
in maps and charts as the sightings pour in.
 
ñThe level of energy created each February by Great 
Backyard Bird counters is phenomenal,ò said Dr. Paul 
Green, director of Citizen Science for Audubon. ñWhat 
always amazes me are the new discoveries made by 
people across North America. Some bird watchers even 
send digital photos to back up their reports. Last year 
participants sent in more than 1,000 photos and many 
are now part of the GBBC web site gallery.ò

For nearly a decade, the GBBC has kept tabs on the 
ever-changing patterns of birds in winter. How far 



north will American Robins be reported this year? Will 
Sandhill Cranes migrate early or late? Native Red-bel-
lied Woodpeckers have been spreading to the northeast 
ï will the trend continue? Scientists also want more in-
formation on declining species, such as Rusty Black-
birds and Painted Buntings. 

In 2006, for the ýrst time, the Lab of Ornithology and 
Audubon are launching an element of friendly competi-
tion. Awards will be given to localities that submit the 
most checklists, record the greatest number species, or 
count the highest number of birds. A photo contest will 
also be held based on bird pictures taken during the 
event and submitted for posting on the GBBC gallery. 
Winners will be announced after all the data from the 
event have been submitted. 

At the website www.birdsource.org/gbbc you can learn 
how to partaicipate, report your results, and view results 
from past counts. There is no fee or registration for the 
event, which is sponsored by Wild Birds Unlimited. 
 
For more information, contact the Cornell Lab of Orni-
thology at cornellbirds@cornell.edu or (800) 843-2473; 
or contact Audubon at citizenscience@audubon.org or 
(215) 355-9588, Ext. 16.

Lewiston-Clarkston Christmas 
Bird Count  December 31, 2005

The 8th Lewiston-Clarkston Christmas bird count was 
held on last day of 2005 and overall it was a very good 
count. Despite the early December cold weather, we had 
an above average count with a nice species total (87) and 
several rarities. The weather was cooperative for most 
of the day. Thanks to all participants (list below) who 
have worked hard to make this count successful and 
demonstrate the importance of the Lewiston-Clarkston 
valley to a variety wintering of bird species. Thanks 
especially to the area leaders who have contributed 
greatly with their local knowledge. 

Waterfowl were in generally good numbers represented 
by 17 species. Raptors were average but with an 
impressive 3 each of Prairie and Peregrine Falcons. 
Cormorants seem to increase almost annually in the 
valley. The 3 highlights for the count were also new for 
the cumulative list: Annaôs Hummingbird, present in a 
Clarkston yard for several weeks; Western Scrub-jay, 

present in Lapwai for some weeks and the ýrst record 
for northern Idaho; and an American Pipit, detected as 
a þy-over at Mann Lake.

Data from past years are available at:

 www.audubon.org/bird/cbc 
 and www.palouseaudubon.org

Species List: Canada Goose 850, Wood Duck 291, 
Gadwall 16, Eurasian Wigeon 1, American Wigeon 415, 
Mallard 2428, Northern Pintail 7, Green-winged Teal 
51, Redhead 3, Ring-necked Duck 89, Lesser Scaup 
39, Long-tailed Duck 4, Bufþehead 800, Common 
Goldeneye 400, Barrowôs Goldeneye 2600, Hooded 
Merganser 15, Common Merganser 15, Chukar 35, 
Gray Partridge 5,  Ring-necked Pheasant 234, California 
Quail 855, Common Loon 1, Pied-billed Grebe 5, 
Horned Grebe 3, Double-crested Cormorant 40, Great 
Blue Heron 10, Black-crowned Night Heron 6, Bald 
Eagle 2, Northern Harrier 8, Sharp-shinned Hawk 10, 
Cooperôs Hawk 3, Accipiter species 2, Red-tailed Hawk 
85, Rough-legged Hawk 6, Golden Eagle 1, American 
Kestrel 100, Merlin 1, Prairie Falcon 3, Peregrine 
Falcon 3, Virginia Rail 3, American Coot 186, Killdeer 
9, Dunlin cw, Ring-billed Gull 111, California Gull 1, 
Herring Gull 2, Rock Pigeon 1027, Mourning Dove 
1455, Barn Owl 7, Western Screech-Owl 1, Great Horned 
Owl 7, Annaôs Hummingbird 1, Belted Kingýsher 5, 
Downy Woodpecker 5, Northern Flicker 77, Northern 
Shrike 4, Blue Jay 1, Western scrub-Jay 1, Black-
billed Magpie 235, American Crow 26, Common Raven 
33, Horned Lark 4, Black-capped Chickadee 27, Red-
breasted Nuthatch 3, Brown Creeper 11, Rock Wren 1, 
Canyon Wren 12, Bewickôs Wren 26, Marsh Wren 2, 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 37, Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
30, Townsendôs Solitaire 2, American Robin 16, Cedar 
Waxwing 50, European Starling 2217, American Pipit 
1, Yellow-rumped (Audubonôs)  Warbler 4, Spotted 
Towhee 1, American Tree Sparrow 2, Song Sparrow 
237, White-crowned Sparrow 268, Dark-eyed Junco 
320, Red-winged Blackbird 112, Western Meadowlark 
21, Brewerôs Blackbird 20, House Finch 283, American 
Goldýnch 154, Lesser Goldýnch 4, House Sparrow 
713.

Total Individuals 17217, Total Species 87
 
Participants: Keith Carlson, Jerry Cebula, Thad Davis, 
Margaret Ely, Kas Dumroese, Michelle Feeley, Doris 

www.birdsource.org/gbbc
cornellbirds@cornell.edu
citizenscience@audubon.org
www.audubon.org/bird/cbc
www.palouseaudubon.org


Ferguson, Dwight Ferguson, Terry Gray, Christine 
Gray, Gary Gudgell, Heide Gudgell, Winnie Hepburn, 
Dave Holick, Brenda Johnson, Dwight Kilgore, 
Theresa Mathis, Cindy McCormack, Barbara Morgan, 
Larry Pulley, Ned Schroeder, Angela Sondenaa, Deb 
Stenkamp, Charles Swift, Carole Vande Voorde, Jennifer 
Wik, Paul Wik. Thanks also to Palouse Audubon, 
Canyon Birders, and Idaho Fish and Game.

 Charles E. Swift, Count Compiler

was earlier than normal. 

For more information and updates, check the website 
www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org.

Conservation News

Endangered Species, Act I (2005)
 
Before the 109th Congress recessed in December, the 
House passed an Endangered Species Act minus the 
critical ñcritical habitatò requirement, which protects 
potential and existing habitat, allowing a speciesô 
population room to rebound. This bill was put forward 
by Richard Pombo of California, whose addendum to 
a House Appropriations bill allowing the sale of public 
lands to the mining industry, failed just several weeks 
before. 
 
The Senate version of this bill (S. 2110) was introduced 
December 15 by co-sponsors Mike Crapo of Idaho 
and Blanche Lincoln of Arkansas. It serves as the 
companion to the recently passed House version. 
Its proponents claim it offers incentives to private 
landowners to conserve and help recover endangered 
species through tax breaks and conservation banking. 

Palouse Audubon Society Calendar February - May, 2006 
( see www.palouseaudubon.org for calendar updates and additional information) 

February 15 - Program: Evolution of Birds by Mike Webster (Biological Sciences, Washington State 
University) 

March 8 - Program: Important Bird Areas by Colleen Moulton (Idaho Department of Fish and Game)
April 19 ï Program: Birds of the Clearwater Region by Roger and Janice Ingraham; joint meeting with 

Friends of the Clearwater in observance of Earth Day 
May 17 Program: Salmon Ecology Research by Charles Caudill (Fish and Wildlife Resources, University 

of Idaho) 

Programs start at 7:30 PM at the 1912 Building, 3rd and Adams, in Moscow. Everyone is welcome.

Starting in April, there will be Thursday morning ýeld trips leaving at 6:30 AM. They will alternate between 
Spring Valley and Phillipôs Farm. Check the website in March for more details and possible announcements 
of other ýeld trips.

Contact Information: 
Charles Swift, 208-883-0553, charless@uidaho.edu; Terry Gray, 208-285-1639, 
clgtlg@genesee-id.com; Dave Holick, (208)-882-5556, dholick@moscow.com; 
Tom Weber, (509) 334-3817, tweber@wsu.edu

Othello Sandhill Crane Festival

The dates for this yearôs Festival are March 24-26, 
which the weatherman is telling us will be warm and 
sunny in the Columbia Basin. This yearôs ñthemeò will 
be the ice-age þoods, but with 36 speakers and many 
new topics there will be plenty of choices for diverse 
interests. 

There will be an expanded program of post-Festival 
tours on the following two weekends. These will include 
both cranes and burrowing owls. Othello resident Randy 
Hill reports that during the ýrst week of February he 
found owls at seven locations just outside of town. So 
there should be a better chance to see owls than last 
year, when they arrived later and the date of the Festival 
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http://www.pcei.org/mm_cedars.htm

